
 

End of the RESPOND-A testing phase with a successful final demonstration in 

the port of Valencia (Spain) 

The last training and pilot of the RESPOND-A project respectively took place on the 15th and 16th of 

February 2023 in the port of Valencia, Spain. This marks the ending of the project testing and evaluation 

phase, after two successful pilots previously conducted in Cyprus (Forest Fire scenario) and Greece 

(Earthquake scenario) in 2022.  

With five trainings and three pilots conducted in less than 3 years, the involvement of end-users has 

been at the heart of RESPOND-A’s development since the earliest stage. Through a constant dialogue 

between end-users and technology providers, the project has designed and developed solutions that are 

not only innovative, but that actually meet the needs of responders and crisis managers.  

The final demonstration in Valencia was a coordinated effort jointly led by Fundación Valenciaport and 

the Valencia Local Police involving the project consortium as well as local organisations (Valencia Port 

Police, Firefighters, Mooring Services, Spanish Red Cross and Civil Protection). A total of approximately 

150 participants were involved in the demonstration which simulated a traffic accident causing fire and 

oil spill - a type of hazard which can have very serious consequences on the personnel involved, critical 

infrastructures as well as the ecosystem. 

The event was a technical success, with all equipment and technologies working smoothly together and 

performing as expected. It was demonstrated that by making use of innovative solutions, crisis 

managers and first responders can enhance their capacity to respond to disasters of any scale and 

complexity, while also maximising their safety. Were tested: 

- Common Operational Pictures Applications 

- Real-Time Disaster Scene/ Area management system 

- UAV operations and satellite communications 

- Reconnaissance and firefighting robots 

- AR/VR technologies 

- Health & Environmental Sensors and Smart Wearables 

- Portable 5G MCX platform 

 

Beyond the technical achievement of the pilot, the event was also a resounding success for the 

promotion and visibility of RESPOND-A with the presence of local and national media reporting on site, 

including the Spanish National Television.  

The consortium will now focus on the last project event, the RESPOND-A final conference taking place in 

Nicosia on April 25th 2023. During the conference will be shown a summary of the project’s 

achievements as well as the various equipment and technologies developed during its lifespan. 
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